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DETROIT BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

 
Minutes of the Board of Police Commissioners Meeting 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 
    
 
The meeting of the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners was held on Thursday, 
January 21, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. at Police Headquarters, 1300 Beaubien in Detroit, 
Michigan.    

ATTENDANCE 

 
Board Members Present                              Department Personnel Present 
                                   
Ronald L. Griffin AC Ralph Godbee 
Mohamed Okdie DC James Tolbert 
Jerome Warfield DC Herbert Moreland 
Toney Stewart DC Gail Wilson-Turner 
Adela Rivera (ABS)                       Cmdr. Benjamin Lee  
 Cmdr. Brian Stair 
 Lt. Charles Wilson 
Sgt. Romel Alexander Sgt. Robert Jackson 
Sgt. Brian Harris Sgt. Bernard Beck-O-Steen 
Sgt. Melinee Long-Thomason Sgt. Charles Turner 
P.O. Francis Tull P.O. Sophia Nelms 
P.O. Kenneth Cook P.O. Jerome Collins 
P.O. Lucretia Wright 
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Board Staff Present                                           
 
Dr. Richard Visingardi, Secretary to the Board (ABS)  
Celia Banks-Washington, Attorney/Supervising Inv.   
Arnold Sheard, Chief Investigator  
Dalph Watson, Director of Police Personnel  
Leslie J. Griffin, Community Affairs Coordinator 
P.O. Kent Cooper  

OTHERS PRESENT 

             
Ron Scott   Tijuana Morris   Patricia Ford  
Francis Tull, Jr.  Edward Moore   Dana Reeder 
  
       
RECORDERS 
 
PO Terence Bell    Lisa Little 
Robert Brown      
 

1.   CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Griffin called the meeting of the Detroit Board of Police 
Commissioners to order at 3:02 p.m.  
 
 

2.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

• Thursday, January 21, 2010 
 

MOTION: Comm.  Okdie made the motion to approve the Agenda. 
 
SECOND: Comm.  Warfield seconded the motion. 
 

           VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 
 

3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

• Thursday, January 14, 2009 
 

MOTION: Comm.  Warfield made the motion to approve the Minutes. 
 
SECOND: Comm.  Stewart seconded the motion. 
 

           VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
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4.  BOPC OFFICER’S REPORT 
1. CHAIRPERSON 
2. SECRETARY REPORT 
 
 

     
SEE ATTACHMENTS 
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5. PRESENTATION/REPORT-CHIEF OF POLICE 

  SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 

Special Points of Interest:Special Points of Interest:Special Points of Interest:Special Points of Interest:    

• Next meeting: Next meeting: Next meeting: Next meeting:     

Thursday, January 28, 2010  

@ 3:00 P.M.  

Detroit Police DepartmentDetroit Police DepartmentDetroit Police DepartmentDetroit Police Department    

1300 Beaubien st. 1300 Beaubien st. 1300 Beaubien st. 1300 Beaubien st. Suite 328Suite 328Suite 328Suite 328    

Detroit, Michigan 48226Detroit, Michigan 48226Detroit, Michigan 48226Detroit, Michigan 48226    

Inside this issue: 

Narcotics/Gang Enforcement 1 

Domestic Violence 1 

Eastern District 2 

Tenth Precinct 2 

Twelfth Precinct 2 

Northeastern District 2 

Southwestern District 2 

“Building a Safer Detroit Through Community Partnerships” 

Volume 6, Issue  3 

January 21, 2010 

Detroit Police Department 
Report to the Board of  Police Commissioners  

The Detroit Police Department is committed to uphold its mission to provide a safe environment 

for our residents and businesses. This effort is not possible without the joint commitment of the 

community and the Police Department. We appreciate and value the role our citizens have 

played in helping us to take the guns and drugs off the streets of the city of Detroit. 

 

Citizens wishing to make a police report may do so at the District/Precinct stations in the city 
of Detroit. Citizens may also utilize the following District Mini/Sub-Stations to make reports.  

Engaging the Community 

Domestic Violence 

 

On January 13, 2010, officers of the 

Twelfth Precinct responded to the 

14000 block of Vassar on “Family 

Trouble/Malicious Destruction of 

Property” run, which subsequently 

led to the arrest of a subject.  As a 

result of the investigation conducted 

by members of Domestic Violence, 

the subject was charged with 

“Assault with a Dangerous Weapon 

and Domestic Violence.” 

     Location                                    Hours of Operation                                    Telephone 

               1300 Beaubien                                      24 Hours                                             596-5100 

               20500 Conant                                      * 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.                                 892-5456

               7737 Kercheval                                   *8 a.m.  to  2 p.m.                                628-2121 

               19810 Grand River                             *9 a.m.  to  9 p.m.                                870-0649 

               13530 Lesure                                         8 a.m. to 11 p.m.                               596-5300 

               2575 S. Schaefer                                 * 3 p.m. to  9 p.m.                                297-9423 

               20 Atwater                                              24 Hours                                            237-2850 

               13206 E. Jefferson                                *3 p.m. to 9 p.m.                                821-5851 

               22101 Moross (St. John Hospital)       *3 p.m. to 9 p.m.                                343-7506 

               14700 Mack                                          *3 p.m. to 9 p.m.                                852-4046 

* Mini-Stations– Monday –Friday 
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 Twelfth Precinct 

 

On January 12, 2010, officers of the Twelfth 

Precinct responded to the 200 block of Mer-

ton on a “Breaking & Entering.”  As a result of 

their investigation, two subjects were ar-

rested and charged with “Breaking & Enter-

ing.”  Additionally, subject #1 is a “Habitual 

4th” and subject #2 is a Habitual 2nd.”  The 

stolen items were recovered. 

Eastern District 

 

On January 14, 2010, officers of the Eastern 

District responded to the 19000 block of Rowe 

on an “Attempt Home Invasion” in progress.  

As a result of their quick response and  inves-

tigation, a subject was arrested and charged 

with “Attempt Home Invasion.”  

Page 1 January 21, 2010 Police / Community Intervention 

Southwestern District 

 

On January 12, 2010, officers of the Southwest-

ern District responded to the 7000 block of 

McGraw on a robbery.  Subsequent to their inves-

tigation, a subject was arrested and charged with 

three counts of “Robbery and Felony Firearm.”  

Northeastern District 

 

On January 14, 2010, officers of the Northeastern 

District responded to the 19000 block of Revere 

on “Shots Fired.”  As a result of their investiga-

tion, a subject was arrested and charged with 

“Carrying a Concealed Weapon.”  The weapon 

was confiscated. 
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6.  STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

There was no standing committee report.  
 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS  
 
There was no new business. 
 

 

8.  OLD BUSINESS   
 
There was no old business. 
 
 

9.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING 
 

 Thursday, January 28, 2010@ 3:00 
 Police Headquarters  
 1300 Beaubien Rm. 328 
 Detroit, MI 48226 
 

10. ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 

SEE ATTACHMENT 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
 

Board of Police Commissioners Meeting 

Thursday, January 21, 2009 

3:00 p.m. 
 

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  Calling the Board of Police 

Commissioners meeting to order.  Good afternoon to everyone.  I 

am Commissioner Reverend Griffin, Chair of the Board.  I have 

the Vice-Chair with me today, Commissioner Mohamed Okdie, 

Reverend Jerome Warfield, Commissioner Toney Stewart is with us 

today, Commissioner Rivera is out of town dealing with a serious 
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illness with her mother.  So she had to go to Florida and so 

we're sending our prayers with her.  Representing Chief Evans is 

Assistant Chief Ralph Godbee with us toady, Celia 

Banks-Washington, Attorney Supervising Investigator, Chief 

Investigator Arnold Sheard is here, Dalph Watson, Director of 

Police Personnel, Leslie J. Griffin, Community Affairs 

Coordinator, and Police Officer Kent Cooper is somewhere on the 

premises.  We have Police Officer Terrence Bell--there's Kent 

Cooper right there in front of him so that makes him on the 

premises alright, and Brother Bell is diligently working as he 

always does. And we always forget her, but we certainly 

appreciate Lisa Little for what she is doing and for what she 

does. She does it with dignity and it is what we really need to 

have to capture the essence of these meetings.    

Approval of the agenda please.   

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:  So moved.  

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Second.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  All those in favor please 

acknowledge by the usual sign of aye. 

COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  All those opposed say nay. 

(No nays were present or recorded.) 

(The agenda for Thursday, January 21, 2010   

  is approved.) 
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CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   Approval of the minutes 

please.  

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  So moved.  

COMMISSIONER STEWART:  Second.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  All those in favor please 

acknowledge by the usual sign of aye. 

COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  All those opposed say nay. 

(No nays were present or recorded.) 

(The minutes are approved.) 

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  Secretary's report.  

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Thank you, Mr. 

Chair. There was or there has been a three percent decrease in 

the citizen's complaints from the previous December, sir.  This 

is the report for December 2009. There were 1,732 citizen 

complaints filed in 2009 compared with 1,736 complaints filed in 

2008; a less than one percent decrease.  Chair, our annual 

report will be produced shortly and that will more adequately 

capture all of the statistics.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  Thank you, very much. I want 

to, for the record, I had a quick conversation with Ron Scott 

who chairs the Coalition against Police Brutality, and speaking 

of citizen's complaints, and I want to alert the Assistant Chief 

as well that I'm requesting that Mr. Scott prepare a report or 
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presentation, if you will, to present to this Board, as one of 

the representatives to the community, talking about the things 

he has found so we can get a little different look at some of 

the issues, particularly with respect to now that we have a new 

monitoring group and the Consent Decree.  I would, Mr. Scott, if 

you would get with our acting secretary, Mrs. Celia 

Banks-Washington and get a date and it will be on the agenda as 

a presentation not as oral communications from the audience.  So 

you will be given the time whether you want to do a power point 

presentation etcetera.  So I think that's important and I think 

you need to be heard representing one more aspect of our 

community.  So I say that in light of the fact that we go get 

citizen's complaints and we address them, but I think that would 

be important.   

I would also like Assistant Chief, maybe not on the 

same day, but I think at another meeting, another date, I would 

like to have a presentation on, and maybe this will be a little 

bit academic, but what constitutes profiling verses data driven 

police work. I think that's appropriate, and I'm not just 

talking about to some assertory conversation, but that's a very 

serious matter at this point and I would also like you to get 

with Celia Banks-Washington and I would like you to get on the 

agenda.  I think that would be a very useful presentation also.  

So if you would just handle that I'll be greatly appreciative.  
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No presentation today.  Any standing subcommittee 

reports? 

(No subcommittee reports were brought to the   

  attention of Chairman Griffin.) 

CHAIRMAN GRIFFIN:  New business. Old business.  

(Commissioner Okdie raises a concern quietly   

  to Chairman Griffin about possibly missing    

 any presentation or comments from Assistant    

 Chief Godbee.) 

CHAIRMAN GRIFFIN:  I'm sorry, anything you wanted 

to talk about? 

ASSISTANT CHIEF GODBEE:  No, sir.  We don't have a 

formal presentation.  

CHAIRMAN GRIFFIN:  I guess there's going to be a 

third thing then. Thank you for jogging my memory. (Comment made 

to Commissioner Okdie.)  We're going to need to have an update 

on where we are with the Consent Decree and we're going to do 

this in two ways. Now, I won't be here next Thursday so that 

will be--what is two weeks from today? 

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  February 

3rd--4th, I'm sorry. 

CHAIRMAN GRIFFIN:  So let's make it the 11th, let's 

make it February 11th.  We're going to give you an update as it 

pertains to the Office of the Chief Investigator that reports to 
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the Board of Police Commissioners because we're not in 

compliance.  We're going to give you our update and perhaps one 

week later we'll give you an overview of where we are with all 

the other aspects of the Consent Decree.  So I would, Assistant 

Chief, if you'll get back with the Chief and the monitors and 

let's be prepared to do that so we can talk about the details.   

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Chair, if I may, 

is that acceptable to be in the community because that's a 

community meeting date?   

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   Let's talk about that.  

There's some pros and cons to that.  Let's talk about that.  I 

just want to talk about it to see how we'll work this out.  

Thank you, so much. 

The next meeting-- 

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:  Mr. Chair, do we have 

suspensions to deal with today?   

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  I'm going to get to that. 

COMMISSIONR OKDIE:  That should be under new 

business I think. 

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  That should be under new 

business?   

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:   I think so.  It's new 

business isn't it?   

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:   Yes, sir.  
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CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   Okay.  Let's backup then. 

When I ask for new business, please.  

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:   Yes, sir.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   Thank you.  

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  There are five 

suspensions without pay that will be presented before the Board 

today. Counsels for the officers and for the one Sergeant have 

given us a written request for a closed session.  So it's the 

Chair's pleasure as to where that is, but there are five closed 

sessions that are suspensions without pay.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   I would then, if you would 

read--I'm going to come back to this if you will allow me to in 

terms of order.  I would have you to read the appropriate 

language and then we will go into closed session. 

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   Next meeting is Thursday, 

January 28th here at 3:00 p.m. Now I will give the community an 

opportunity to speak because when we go into closed session 

we'll come back into open session following the Open Meetings 

Act, but I won't have you to stay if choose not to.  So if there 

are any comments from the community, now is the time do it.  

RON SCOTT:  Ron Scott, Detroit Coalition against 

Police Brutality. I would like to thank Chairman Griffin for 

giving us an opportunity to make this presentation. I think it's 
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important if we're going to move ahead and to minimize some of 

the contradictions and capitol losses that this city has had and 

the mistrust that has been developed.  It's an incentivizing 

situation for us to come and try to join with you to try resolve 

the issues we share. 

I also want to say this.  I can't mention the names 

because obviously there are some things coming from a standpoint 

of within the department that might mitigate against that, but I 

just want to say on record that I'd like to compliment some of 

the officers who have given us information, who have stood up in 

the ranks and raised questions about police misconduct, and I 

think it calls for what retired Lieutenant Roosevelt Lawrence, 

whose an IA, refers to as courage.  It takes true courage in a 

situation where you have so many other situations where there 

may be activities that would challenge your mobility and so on.  

And I just want to put it on the record without mentioning, well 

I may mention some of the individuals who had a part eventually, 

but I just want to thank them.   

Many of the things we have recorded recently have 

been from officers who themselves have realized that in order to 

change the culture they have to sort of put themselves out there 

to reach out, whether they have to reach me individually or I 

have referred them to the department to do it, I just want to 

say there are officers and they are critical. So we also want to 
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stand and say there are officers within this department many of 

whom are high in integrity and have stepped out to do something 

about what's happening. Thank you.   

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   Thank you, very much, sir.  

Thank you for your comments.  Ms. Morris. 

TAWANA MORRIS:  Good afternoon, Tawana Morris Fight 

for your Rights Investigation and Detroit Coalition against 

Police Brutality.  As everyone knows, I'm a retired police 

officer.  I want to say I'm looking forward to working with your 

group.  Wherever we go we recognize the Commissioner Board and 

we commend the Commissioner Board and we invite others to come 

to the Commissioner Board. We're starting off this year with 

unity and hopefully at the end of this year we are at peace.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   Thank you, so much. That's 

absolutely. Going back to new business then.  

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Commissioners, a 

request has been made by Police Officer Francis Tull, badge# 

307, by Police Officer Wanavia Wilson, badge# 2092, by Police 

Officer Kenneth Cook, badge# 2843, Officer Jerome Collins, 

badge# 1508, and Sergeant Charles Turner, Badge# S as in Sam 

1260 (S1260)to move the Board of Police Commissioners into 

closed section pursuant to Michigan Compiled Laws 15.3268A of 

the Open Meeting's Act to review the personal matters relative 

to these officers. A motion is appropriate.  
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COMMISSIONER OKDIE:  So move.  

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Second.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  All those in favor please 

acknowledge by the usual sign of aye. 

COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  All those opposed say nay. 

(No nays were present or recorded.) 

(The motion to move into closed session to   

  hear the five suspension without pay cases   

 of the above listed officers was approved.) 

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  We will adjourn into closed 

session and then we'll come back into open session after we have 

done our deliberations. 

(Meeting is off the record and is moved into   

  closed session at 3:14 p.m.) 

 

    

 

   C L O S E D  S E S S I O N. 
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     O P E N  S E S S I O N. 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  The Chair will entertain a 

motion to bring us back into open session. 

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:  So move. 

COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Second.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  All those in favor please 

acknowledge by the usual sign of aye. 

COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:  All those opposed say nay. 

(No nays were present or recorded.) 

(The motion to bring the Board of Police 

Commissioners back into open session was approved.) 

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   I would ask for the 

Secretary to please read the record and call for a decision.  

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Thank you, Chair.  

First we have the suspension without pay of Sergeant Charles 

Turner. The facts were discussed in closed session.  Unless 

contravened by this Board the suspension without pay of Sergeant 

Charles Turner shall stand. 
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(There were no contraventions presented by   

  the Board members.) 

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Secondly before 

this Board is the suspension without pay of Police Officer 

Francis Tull, which was heard in closed session by this Board. 

The facts were discussed in private.  Unless contravened by this 

Board, the suspension without pay of Police Officer Francis Tull 

shall stand.  

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:  Can you hold on for just a 

second, please?   

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.  

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:  Oh, contravene. 

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Let the record 

reflect there's a convention on the suspension without pay of 

Police Officer Francis Tull.  

Thirdly this Board entertained a suspension without 

pay of Kenneth Cook.  The facts were discussed in closed 

session.  Unless contravened by this Board the suspension 

without pay of Police Officer Kenneth Cook shall stand. 

(Contraventions were presented by     

  Commissioners Okdie and Warfield, as well as   

 Chairperson Griffin.) 

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  The record should 

note the contreventions. 
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Fourth there is the matter involving the suspension 

without pay of Police Officer Wanavia Wilson.  The facts of this 

case were discussed in closed session.  The Commissioners, as 

well as counsel for the department and counsel for Officer 

Wilson have agreed to postpone the pending suspension for one 

week pending the resignation of Police Officer Wanavia Wilson.  

Finally the Board entertained the suspension 

without pay of Police Officer Jerome Collins.  The facts of 

which were discussed in closed session.  Unless contravened by 

this Board, suspension without pay of Police Officer Jerome 

Collins shall stand. 

(There were no contraventions were presented  

  by the Board members.) 

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  That concludes 

the suspensions without pay, sir. 

(Commissioner Okdie signals that he would like  

  to raise a concern he has.)  

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:   Yes, sir?   

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:  The one contravention on the 

second case-- 

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir?   

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:   We would have to hear from 

the other Commissioners to determine whether or not the 

suspension without pay stands, correct?   
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SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  That's correct. 

That's with regard to Francis Tull.  

COMMISSIONER OKDIE:  Yeah, I just wanted to put 

that on the record.  

SUPERVISING ATTORNEY WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.  

CHAIRPERSON GRIFFIN:   There are no other matters 

before the Board.  The Board stands adjourn.  

 

 
(Meeting is adjourned at 5:06 p.m.) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(Meeting is adjourned at 5:06 p.m.) 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
RICHARD VISINGARDI, PhD. 
Interim Secretary to Board 
Board of Police Commissioners 

 
RV/rb 


